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The logistics sector manag-

es the flow of goods from one 

place to another, covering 

transportation and warehous-

ing. This sector meets the huge 

requirements of consumers and 

businesses all around the world. 

Clearly, this is an important busi-

ness, but it’s also a complicated 

one! There is a lot to manage 

and maintain from start to finish, 

and it’s tough to keep everyone 

on the same page.

 

And that’s where the cloud 

comes in. It can create a glob-

al network for an organization, 

connecting all the people and 

companies involved in the lo-

gistics operations. The process, 

from shipper to carrier to receiv-

er, can be extremely simplified 

with cloud solutions.
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Challenges for Supply Chains

How does cloud benefit logistics?

Cloud computing makes collaboration and consis-

tent accessibility simple. It centralizes the compa-

ny workspace, allowing multiple parties to access 

business data, documents and programs. Your 

team can access the same data, regardless of loca-

tion or what time it is.

Think about international logistics - these organiza-

tions are extremely geographically challenged and 

deal with differing time zones, cultures and languag-

es. There are more people involved, and way more 

complications, yet they have to seamlessly deliver 

products and services. By centralizing essential in-

formation in one place, everyone stays on the same 

page, all seeing the same key information from 

shipment to delivery. 46% of surveyed supply chain 

management professionals said greater collabora-

tion led to problems being solved twice as quickly.

The collaboration and accessibility capabilities of 

the cloud makes around-the-clock oversight pos-

sible. These characteristics make it possible to deal 

with thousands of suppliers in a calm, collected and 

organized manner. They enable standardized, sim-

ple processes. 

Collaboration and Accessibility

Demands for lower delivered costs/pricing

Increasing competitive intensity

Increasing volatility of demand

Demands for faster response times

Demands for more customized products/services

Increasing number of products

Demands for smaller, more frequent shipments

Increasing volatility of supply

Demands for more supply chain transparency
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“These 
organizations 

deal with huge 
demand shifts 
and these can 

be hard to handle 
without the right 

technology in 
place. With cloud 

computing, it’s 
easy to scale up 
without wasting 
time, money, or 

resources.”

A huge benefit of cloud for logis-

tics is access to real-time data. 

Data can be centrally collected, 

analyzed and presented in valu-

able ways. It can be used to es-

tablish price benchmarks, make 

better overall decisions, maintain 

better control over inventory lev-

els, predict demand fluctuations, 

and much more. 

These real-time insights help 

keep better track every step of 

the supply chain, and therefore 

allow logistics professionals to 

make more informed, smarter de-

cisions and forecasts.

The inherent scalability of cloud 

computing solutions is extremely 

beneficial for the logistics sector. 

These organizations deal with 

huge demand shifts and these 

can be hard to handle without the 

right technology in place.

With cloud computing solutions, 

it’s easy to scale up without wast-

ing time, money or resources. 

This makes it easy for logistics or-

ganizations to enter new markets 

or launch new services easily and 

quickly. Cloud scalability helps 

develop the most dynamic supply 

chains.

Scalability Real-Time Data
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Thanks to the cloud, there are now applications that 

help automate and optimize logistics operations, 

which makes management of everything a whole lot 

easier.

Using these apps, it’s easy to track shipments, view 

and print documents, request quotes, generate 

reports, manage accounts and maintain visibility 

through one centralized platform.

In this sector, the decision to move to the cloud is 

normally coming from a financial perspective. Up-

front costs are cheaper, there’s no need for huge 

investments in IT infrastructure and its upgrades or 

support requirements, and it’s quick and easy to add 

users into the online environment, no matter where 

they are. The financial side of cloud computing is 

also pretty compelling when it comes to business 

applications for logistics. In the cloud, these apps 

don’t require additional hardware, licensing fees or 

lengthy implementations. 

The payment model for cloud computing services is 

pay as you go. You can also think of it as subscribing 

to a service. This model allows businesses to pay 

for exactly what they use, and nothing more. This is 

especially appealing for logistics organizations that 

don’t want to or can’t invest in full-blown solutions. 

Instead, they can access the exact resources they 

want and need, exactly when they want and need 

them. This helps logistics organizations to avoid 

over or underspending on their technology needs. 

The payment model and cloud resources are scal-

able and lower the business costs overall.

Management

Pay As You Go

About RapidScale
RapidScale, a managed cloud services provider, delivers world-class, secure, and reliable cloud com-

puting solutions to companies of all sizes across the globe. Its state-of-the-art managed CloudDesktop 

platform and market-leading cloud solutions are the reasons why RapidScale is the provider of choice for 

leading MSOs, VARs, MSPs, Carriers and Master Agents throughout the United States. RapidScale is not 

only delivering a service but also innovating advanced solutions and applications for the cloud comput-

ing space. RapidScale’s innovative solutions include CloudServer, CloudDesktop, CloudOffice, CloudMail, 

CloudRecovery, CloudApps, and more.
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